ts2. 2 FREDERICK Lod BALTIMORE.

At a Seflion of. ASSEMBLY: begun and held: at- the
City of Annapolis, the 3d Day of JFune, inthe 2d
Year of the Dominion of the Right Honourable
FREDERICK, abfolute Lord and Proprietary of the
Provinces of Maryland and Avalon, Lord Baron of
Baltimore, ¢Pc. and ended the 23d Day of the
fame Month, A#no Domini 1752: The following
haws were Enacted. : -

BenjamIN TASKER, | Efq; Prefident.

C H A P L '
rafed 232 An ACT to prevent difabled and fupérannuated Slaves being fet

Jue17s% Free; or the Manumiflion of Slaves by any Laft Will or T ef-
tament. L:b. B.L.C. fol. 555, ! | ,

Preamble, HEREAS fundry Perfons of this Province have fet difabled and
fuperannuated Slaves Free, who have either perifhed through

* Want, or otherwife become a Burthen to others: And inafmuch

as giving Freedom to Slaves, by any Laft Will and Teftament, may be attend-

ed with many Evils; it is therefore humbly prayed that it may be Enacted;

Slaves dif- II. 9nd be it Enafted, by the Right Honourable the Lord Proprietary, by and

i;lgfkt e, With the Advice and Confent of his Lordfbip’s Prefident, and the Upper and Lower

tall not be  Houfes of Affembly, and the Authority of the fame, That it thall not be lawful

fet Free; but for any Perfon or Perfons within this Province, to give or grant Freedom to

{ﬁg’g‘"gﬁnﬁ’g any Slave or Slaves difabled to Work, or gain a fufficient Livelihood and

during Lif. Maintainance ; but that in all fuch Cafes, any Mafter, Miftrefs, or Owner of
fuch Slave or Slaves, at the proper Coft and Charge of fuch Mafter, Miftrefs,
or other Perfon owning fuch Slave or Slaves, thall Support and Maintain {uch
Slave or Slaves, during the natural Life or Lives of f{uch Slave or Slaves, in
Food and Cloathing fitting and necdful for fuch Slave or Slaves ; whereby he,
{he, or they may not become a Burthen to others, or Perifh through Want,
to the great Scandal of Chriftian Society.

If;lous{;v?:t III. and be it further Enafted, That it fhall not be lawful for any Perfon
Fﬁ.ebyany or Perfons within this Province, by any verbal Order, or by his, her, or
verbal Order, their Laft Will and Teftament, or by any other Inftrument of Writing, in
?;tré‘g;vi; his, her, or their laft Sicknefs whereof he, fhe, or they fhall Die, to give
lat Sicknefs. or grant Freedom to any Slave or Slaves : And if any Perfon or Perfons, after
the Time aforefaid, thall by any verbal Order, or by his, her, or their Lafl
Will and Teftament, or by any other Writing or Inftrument, in his, her, o
their laft Sicknefs whereof he, fhe, or they fhall Dic, give I'reedom to any
Slave or Slaves, fuch Order, Will, or other Writing {hall be void and of no

Effe&t, fo far as relates to fuch Freedom or Manumiilion only.

Owners of IV. dnv be it likewife Enafted, That if any Mafter, Miftrefs, Owner or

‘f)!lﬂd“;l‘i'\.{g; Owners of any Slave or Slaves, grown old and incapable of Labour, or other-
regleling o wife difabled by Sicknefs or Accident, fhall neglet to provide for fuch old or
{’ﬁ?,‘{fdif"{uf difabled Slave neceffary Food and Cloathing, or fhall fuffer any Slave or Slaves
fering them whatfoever to depart from his, her, or their refpective Habitation or Quartcer,
i‘{x‘)‘u‘t"gcr or to wander about Begging, whereby fuch Slave or Slaves may become Bur-
ging, bet- thenfome to the Neighbourhood wherein they have refided, or others, 1t thall
prefented by and may be lawful for the County Court where fuch Mafter, Miftrefs, Ow-
the Grand * er or Owners of fuch Slave or Slaves fhall refide, upon Prefentment of the

Jury .
> Grand




